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Central Weights and Measures Association 

Professional Development Committee Addendum Report 
May 4 – 7, 2008 
Kansas City, KS 

 

 
401 EDUCATION 

 
401-1  I  National Training Program (NTP) 

Add the following to the Final Report:  
Budget – discussion was heard that funds for training or test development might be available from 
Associate membership, and that testing fees could cover administration costs. The general feeling 
expressed by the CWMA membership was that the PDC should not get bogged down trying to develop 
every curriculum option, but should pick one or two, attach budgets to them, see which one is 
workable, and then implement it. 
 
Manage Professional Standards – CWMA overwhelmingly expressed the desire to see one 
curriculum developed to completion as a pilot; and to do so in a timely manner. 
 
Identifying Stakeholders:  Confusion was expressed about whether the intention was to include 
private parties such as service technicians.  Point was made that in some states private parties are 
authorized as W&M officials.  Consensus seemed to be that all segments should be able to be included 
in the certification program – W&M officials, service technicians, people who want to be either. 
Agatha reported that NCWM intends that all these groups are included in the program. 
 
Recommendation:  The committee recommends that the details of the testing process be determined so 
that a budget can be established, and concrete steps can be taken to implement the first curriculum 
certification.  The CWMA PDC recommends that the NCWM emphasize that the National Training 
Program is intended for regulatory officials and private industry.        
 

 
401-2  I  Create a Curriculum Plan 

Add the following to the Final Report:     
The CWMA comments:  No comments were heard from the floor.  The CWMA PDC committee will 
be reviewing the package-checking curriculum to ensure consistency with the NCWM PDC model as 
outlined in Appendix E.  They will also be developing a bank of test questions.  First teleconference for 
this will be May 15th.   CWMA committee work will be completed before 2008 NCWM annual 
meeting. 
 
Recommendation:  The CWMA committee recommends that when the NCWM PDC receives the 
curricula, they act quickly to develop the tests and proceed with implementation of certification 
program. 
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401-3  D  Instructor Improvement 

Add the following to the Final Report: 
No comments were received in open hearing on this item. 
 
 
Recommendation:  The committee recommends that the curriculum plan and certification exams be 
developed first.  We encourage states to actively pursue instructor training as offered. 
 

 
401-4  D  Certification 

Add the following to the Final Report: 
CWMA Comments:  Discussion was heard that some states are successfully using tests, which are 
computer graded by an independent entity.  This type of test requires only T/F or multiple-choice 
questions.  Comment was made that these questions eliminate possible grading bias inherent in essay 
type questions. 
 
 
Recommendation:  The CWMA PDC recommends that two banks of questions be developed:  One set 
to be available to states as training questions; one set to be kept secure as a pool of test questions.  Each 
core competency needs its own subset of questions.  The committee recommends an on-line test with 
the questions randomly pulled from the pool of questions for each competency area. Tests would be 
given under the supervision of state W&M agencies, but graded on-line.  
 

 
401-5  D  Recommended Topics for Conference Training  

Add the following to the Final Report:   
CWMA Comments:  No comments were received in open hearing on this item.   
Recommendation: The CWMA committee has no new recommendations. 
 

 
402  PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

 
402-1  I  Safety Awareness 

Add the following to the Final Report: 
CWMA comments:  No comments were received in open hearing on this item.  
 
Recommendation:  We encourage the NCWM committee to identify the reasons why jurisdictions are 
not reporting injuries or near misses, and to work to overcome those reasons.  We suggest that the 
committee solicit safety suggestions which could be posted on the NCWM website since accident 
reports are not forthcoming. 
 

 
402-3  D  PDC Publication 

Add the following to the Final Report: 
CWMA comments:  No comments were received in open hearing on this item. 
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Respectfully submitted; 
 
Shelly Miller, Wisconsin, Chairman
   rachelle.miller@wisconsin.gov 
 
Agatha Shields, Franklin County, Ohio, NCWM PDC representative

aashield@franklincountyohio.gov 

Julie Quinn, Minnesota
julie.quinn@state.mn.us 

Cindy Lease, City of Madison, Wisconsin 

Kerry Kaullen, Missouri 

clease@cityofmadison.com 

  Kerry.Kaullen@mda.mo.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rachelle.miller@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:aashield@franklincountyohio.gov�
mailto:julie.quinn@state.mn.us�
mailto:clease@cityofmadison.com�
mailto:Kerry.Kaullen@mda.mo.gov�

